THE   QUEEN'S   ANSWER
Mary Beatrice's answer to these recommendations took the 1704 form of a paper addressed by her to Louis XIV, the latter part of which shows that the ulterior designs of the French Court were not unknown to her. After recounting the accusations made against Lord Lovat by persons of all religions and all parties, that he was the tool of the Duke of Queensberry, it continues :
" This is confirmed by the testimony of Sir James Murray, a Scotch gentleman of good birth and great probity who was employed by the Earl of Arran, and whose declaration is in the hands of the Marquis cle Torcy. It is in great measure further confirmed by the admissions of Mylord Lovat himself, avowing his correspondence with the enemies of the King his master. If (after this) Mylord Lovat is permitted to return to Scotland, it is much to be feared it would be to put him in a position to ruin all the friends of the British King, which would be imputed to the Queen of England, as it would never be believed in England or Scotland, that such a man could be credited and employed by the Court of France on his simple word without the approbation of the Queen.
JEven supposing Lord Lovat's intentions to be good, it is certain he is incapable of rendering any service in Scotland, for he has neither credit nor power in that country, where he has been proscribed for odious crimes ... where he no longer owns an inch of land, and where it is assured that no more than forty or fifty of his clan would follow him.1 As for the title he assumes here of Lord Lovat, without entering into the question whether it belongs to him or not, it is certain that no one gives it him in England or Scotland, and that in all public and private letters from those countries he is described as Mr or Captain Simon Frazer of Beaufort, he having formerly been a lieutenant or captain in the service of the Prince of Orange in Scotland.
Finally, the Queen of England appeals to the Most Christian King to say whether he has not found her always ready to enter into the measures proposed for the re-establishment of the King, her son, and for the interests of France, which she has always regarded as inseparable from those of His British Majesty. There is therefore no ground for supposing that Her Majesty would oppose the designs of Lord Lovat, if she were not convinced that his project would tend rather to
That this was an under estimation of Lovat's power was disastrously proved in 1715.
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